
GOALS OF THE
COMMUNITY–BASED
RESOURCE MODEL

• To offer high–quality Special Education 
programs and services consistently and 
equitably across the TDSB

• To provide more classroom and 
school resources for neighbourhood schools

• To develop and deliver comprehensive, 
ongoing professional development for staff

“All of the students in a community…
should receive their education to the fullest

extent possible in the local community.”
Toronto District School Board
Special Education Plan 2005

To learn more...
...about the Community–Based Resource Model at
your home school, please talk to your school principal
or supervising principal of Special Education.

SUPERVISING PRINCIPALS

Southwest Quadrant 416-394-3763
Northwest Quadrant 416-394-7406
Southeast Quadrant 416-396-4984
Northeast Quadrant 416-396-9003
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Translations are available on the TDSB website or 
from the principal at your school.

This document has been reviewed for equity.

 



WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY–BASED
RESOURCE MODEL (CBRM)?
The Community–Based Resource Model is one of the
ways the TDSB supports students who require Special
Education support in their neighbourhood schools up
to Grade 8. It provides programs, resources, and
staff to serve students with diverse abilities.

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES 
OF CBRM?
• It provides intensive learning supports in

neighbourhood schools for students with
additional needs.

• It encourages inclusion of students by providing
them with educational accommodations.

• It offers more Special Education support and
resources to all teachers in the school.

WHO DOES CBRM SUPPORT?
CBRM gives priority to students who have been
formally identified as requiring support through an
Identification, Placement and Review Committee (IPRC).

Students who are not formally identified or who are
awaiting identification may also be recommended for
CBRM support through the School Support Team.

HOW DOES CBRM WORK?
The model has three components:

• Home School Program (HSP)
• Resource Program
• Methods and Resource Teacher (MART)

Students receive support in the Home School Program
and/or the Resource Program. School models may
differ, or change from year to year, depending on
student requirements. 

WHAT IS THE HOME SCHOOL
PROGRAM (HSP)?
The Home School Program provides the student with
educational support for at least 50% of the school
day. For the remainder of the day, the student returns
to the regular class where his or her program is
accommodated or modified as appropriate.

The Special Education teacher in the Home School
Program works in collaboration with the student's
regular classroom teacher to address the student's
needs. The primary role of the HSP teacher is to deliver
and support specific parts of the curriculum. 

The HSP teacher and regular classroom teacher
coordinate teaching responsibilities, schedule the
student's day, assign homework, and monitor the
student's progress.

WHAT IS THE RESOURCE
PROGRAM?
The Resource Program provides students with specific
support from a Special Education teacher. 

Depending on the school model, this can be
delivered in a number of ways. For example, a

student may work with the resource teacher
individually or in small groups. This takes place
either in his or her regular classroom (in-class
support) or in a separate classroom (withdrawal
support). Sometimes the resource teacher will help
the regular classroom teacher with teaching
methods and resources (indirect support) rather
than work directly with the student.

WHAT IS A METHODS AND
RESOURCE TEACHER (MART)?
A MART is a designated staff member who
receives additional professional development to
enhance Special Education expertise and
resources for the school.

“Students with exceptionalities be welcomed, included, and supported within well-resourced neighbourhood schools.”
Toronto District School Board, Special Education Plan 2005 

The vision is that:

 


